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The Chesapeake Alberg 30 Association marks
half a century as one of the country’s most
enduring and remarkable boating clubs.

ere’s a riddle: Why has the Alberg 30, a Canadian-built family racer/cruiser with

arguably the most successful one-design production run in the history of yacht-

ing, been a mainstay of the Chesapeake boating scene for the past 50 years? If
you answered the beauty, quality and seakindliness of the boat itself, you'd be half right,
for the Alberg 30 is not only a good racing boat but also a comfortable family cruiser. But
if you also answered that it has been the devotion of A30 owners to their 200-boat-strong

Chesapeake Bay Alberg 30 One-Design Association, you’d get full marks. Chesapeake

A30 owners are devoted not only to their boats but to their association. It’s a 50-year
relationship quite unlike anything else on the Bay. ¥ My husband Michael and I are good
examples of that bond between family, boat and association. We will commemorate our

40th wedding anniversary this January and feel blessed that 37 of those years were spent

Mike Lehman

on our wonderful Alberg 30, Gilleleje (hull 505), and reveling in the bonds of friendship

by Trish Lehman
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and camaraderie we found in the A30 Associa- ing Jar

tion. When we bought Gilleleje in July 1977, one-de

we never had any intentions of joining a sailing adopte

club. Ever. But her previous owner, Bob Leigh, year, tl

talked up the Alberg 30 Association as being combi

nothing like other sailing clubs, but rather an as- cruisin

N sociation built on relationships and friends. We ing on
§ joined right then and there, and we have never Associ
% looked back. It was a perfect fit for us. there v
: zi The Chesapeake Bay's love affair with the applic
d = Alberg 30 began in the 1960s with the search Afte
for boat bigger than the usual 22- to 25-foot ment ¢
weekend racers then found on the Bay—a boat on the

that would double as a comfortable cruising are tyr

boat for the family. The boat needed to have they b

a full keel, standing headroom and the ability the big

to sleep four. So when Whitby Boat Works in Lightn

Ajax, Ontario, began producing a new fiber- their fi

glass design by Carl Alberg in the early 1960s, ading

the Chesapeake sailors were immediately heelin;
onboard, so to speak. Here was a beautiful, the he
traditional-looking boat with long overhangs not kn

fore and aft, well-made, fast and comfortable. off alo

In 1964, a group of Annapolis sailors—led by withot

Jack Martin and Rolph “Towney” Townsh- fully ar
end—ordered 10 boats through Arnie Gay’s that ye

Yacht Yard in Eastport. A second group, in they rc

; § Washington D.C., ordered another 15 directly and sa

s from the Whitby factory. The Alberg 30 As- and jo

g sociation dates from those orders. The follow- diately

with a

Celebrating 50 years on the Chesapeake Bay

next 4.

The Chesapeake Alberg 30 Association will be
celebrating its 50th anniversary throughout the sailing
season with rendezvous, cruises and races—including
a special celebration in September with the Great Lakes
Alberg Association, which is also marking its half-century.
The highlight of the year, however, will come this month,
when members gather August 9 for a weekend hosted
by the City of Annapolis and the National Sailing Hall of
Fame. Everyone is invited to watch the Albergs parade
around Annapolis Harbor at 11 a.m., followed by docking
at the Hall of Fame slips at City Dock. Visitors are welcome
following a reception at 2. On Sunday, August 10, an Old

Timers Race (with owners from years past) will begin at Top To eoTToM: A Labor Day weekend Alberg 30 raft-up at Still Pond; A30s racing

the Hall of Fame docks at 10 a.m., followed by an awards off Annapolis; and Albergers enjoying the association’s summer 2012 cruise.

ceremony and general socializing. Everyone is invited to

come and see these |ove|y boats and discover what has PRECEDING PAGES: Three Canadian racers under spinnaker during a contest with

kept this association ticking. the Chesapeake Alberg 30 Association.
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ing January, Martin formally organized an A30
one-design class of 12 members, whichin
adopted a 13-race schedule for 1965. Later that
year, the Annapolis and Washington gro ps
combined to create a single one-design racing/
cruising fleet. By-laws were drafted, includ-

ing one significant feature that makes the A30
Association different from other sailing clubs—
there was only one requirement to join. The
applicant must own an Alberg 30.

After that initial purchase and the establish-
ment of the association, the number of Albergs
on the Bay grew rapidly. Bob and Elaine Leigh
are typical of many of these devotees. In 1972,
they bought hull No. 505. Up to that point,
the biggest boat Bob had ever been on was a
Lightning. Elaine had never sailed before. On
their first outing, Bob tried to sail the A30 like
a dinghy rather than a big boat. “The severe
heeling, slapping sails, and wind gusts scared
the hell out of Elaine, and it was very clear 1 did
not know the limits of the A30. I needed to go
off alone to understand how to sail this boat,
without a terrified wife.” He did—very success-
fully and soon Elaine was back on board. Later
that year, on a cruise to the Choptank River,
they rounded a sandbar on La Trappe Creek
and saw a large raft-up of A30s. “We tied up
and joined the group. The association imme-
diately changed our lives, providing fellowship
with a wonderful group of people over the
next 42 years. The busy schedule of the A30

continued on page 52

Towney: A life in Alberg 30s

One of the Chesapeake’s first
Alberg 30 owners—and one of the
A30 Chesapeake Bay Association’s
founders—Rolph “Towney" Townsh-
end—recently had the opportunity
to visit his original boat, hull No. 76,

Kittiwake. The visit promped him to
recall a life well spent in Albergs.

“I'had ordered the boatin 1964,
and she was delivered to Arnie
Gay's Yacht Yard in June 1965. One week
after she was launched, my family and | feft
Annapolis on her in company with seven
other Alberg 30s, headed for the 1965 World's
Fair in New York. My children were 13 and 10.

“That was our introduction to the Alberg
30, and we continued to sail that boat every
chance we could for the next 14 years. Wednes-
day night races, CBYRA races, long cruises, or
just day sailing. We loved that boat and all of the
wonderful experiences it provided for my family
and me. | sold her in 1979 and soon after bought
a C&C 35, which we sailed for several years. But
it was never like the A30! Soin 1995 | bought
another A30, No. 550, Skybird, and sailed her for
another wonderful 15 years.

"At 85 years old, now | sail in other people’s
boats. So when | heard that No. 76, was still active
and right near by, | jumped at the chance to see
her and to renew some of those old memories.

“She really hadn’t changed that much, and
many of the things | added to the boat 50 years
ago were still there and working. She looked
great, and it was so nice to know that she has had
many years of the same kind of love | gave her

Asove: Rolph “Towney”
Townshend aboard

his first Alberg 30,
Kittiwake.

Bewow: A five-Alberg
raft-up on a bright,
still day.
















